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London correspondents on the look-out for the doings of local members, the situation is changed. Much as
people coming to town for the season leave cards on a circle of friends advertising their arrival, so modern
members of Parliament let their constituents know they are at their post by the cheap contrivance of giving
notice of motion on the opening day of the Session. In recent times the average aggregate number exceeded
two hundred. The business was carried on by the process described of the ballot-box and the list in the Speakers
hand. An hour, sometimes an hour and a half, of the freshest day of the Session was occupied with a
performance that had no recommendation save its free advertising. Now the balloting is done by the clerks in a
Committeeroom upstairs, and a working hour of the Session is saved. There remains an obvious consequential
reform, whose accomplishment cannot be long delayed. Private members having had a field-day on the first
night of the Session, have another performance all to themselves on the second day. This is called Bringing in
Bills--a Bringing tiresome, objectless performance that might be taBiii. dispensed with without injuring the
foundations of the State. The Speaker, reading from his list, recites the name of a Bill, and asks, Who is
prepared to bring in this Bill Up rises a private member, and reads a list of names, modestly concluding with
the not least important and Myself. When the list has been gone...
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