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element of C2 system is people - people who acquire information, make decisions, take action, communicate,
and collaborate with one another to accomplish a common goal. The second element of the C2 system taken
collectively are the facilities, equipment, communications, and procedures essential to a commander for
planning, directing, and controlling operations of assigned forces pursuant to the missions assigned. Although
families of hardware are often referred to as systems, the C2 system is more than simply equipment. High-
quality equipment and advanced technology do not guarantee effective C2. Effective C2 starts with well-trained
and qualified people and an effective guiding philosophy and procedures. One role of the communications
system is to ensure connectivity throughout the operational area, thus providing JFCs with the capability to
effectively plan, conduct, and sustain joint operations. A second role is to provide JFCs the principal tool with
which they collect, transport, process, protect, and disseminate information. Through the exchange of
information, effective C2 integrates joint force components, allowing them to function effectively across vast
distances in austere or complex environments and in all weather conditions. The third role of the
communications system is to provide processes...
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