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General Books LLC. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 82 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1882. Excerpt: ... DESCRIPTIONS OF IMAGINARY PLACES. ONE OF THE INNS OF COURT. Bred up, like
a bailiff or a shabby attorney, about the purlieus of the Inns of Court, Shepherds Inn is always to be found in the
close neighbourhood of Lincolns Inn Fields, and the Temple. Somewhere behind the black gables and smutty
chimney-stacks of Wych Street, Holywell Street, Chancery Lane, the quadrangle lies, hidden from the outer
world; and it is approached by curious passages and ambiguous smoky alleys, on which the sun has forgotten
to shine. Slop-sellers, brandy-ball and hardbake vendors, purveyors of theatrical prints for youth, dealers in
dingy furniture, and bedding suggestive of anything but sleep, line the narrow walls and dark casements with
their wares. The doors are many-belled: and crowds of dirty children form endless groups about the steps, or
around the shell-fish dealers trays in these courts; whereof the damp pavements resound with pattens, and are
drabbled with a never-failing mud. Ballad-singers come and chant here, in deadly guttural tones, satirical
songs against the Whig administration, against the bishops and dignified clergy, against the German relatives
of an august royal family: Punch sets up his theatre, sure of an audience, and occasionally of a halfpenny, from
the swarming occupants of the houses: women scream after their children for loitering in the gutter, or, worse
still, against the husband who comes reeling from the gin-shop;--there is a ceaseless din and life in these courts,
out of which you pass...
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