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Review, Comparison, and Re-Statement; With More Especial Reference to Certain Bampton Lectures and Recent
Works on Atonement and Inspiration The present volume may be described as a reproduction, by a species of
growth or evolution, from a work published long ago under a title which, by inadvertence, has been left
unaltered at the head of the first Chapter. Since the days of that earlier publication, a considerable change is
commonly believed to have come over the religious sentiment of the country, - a change which, according to
many persons, has been in the wrong direction. It has been mainly on what has been called the downward
grade; and it is lamented accordingly by those who would rather have continued to stand where they have long
been, if indeed they would not, in many a case, have preferred to go a little backward rather than forward. No
doubt, however, theologically speaking, there has been a liberal and a liberalizing advance in all quarters -
unless we must except the higher sorts of ecclesiastical and dogmatic people; but even such persons have by no
means been standing quite still. The change referred to has been in sentiment and feeling, not in altered
formularies or open profession. The latter is little to be expected so long as the creeds and articles and doctrinal
restrictions of churches, chapels and colleges, remain as they are. These have not moved at all - and, it may
well be, even an angel from heaven equipped with a new revelation would not dare to touch them without the
permission of a Law-court or an...
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