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His own research undertakings have increasingly dealt with social phenomena possessing extreme change
potentials such as those occurring on national borders; in expanding underdeveloped areas; and, at the other
extreme, those displayed by relatively static societies such as that of the Old Order Amish (Essay 5). For the
analysis of such phenomena the author developed the conceptualized social system as a basic research model.
Put to such use, the model provides the investigator with a frame of reference from which to view the empirical
data heis about to collect. Meanwhile it was increasingly apparent that without systematization, the wide range
of pertinent data amassed by the many social scientists active in the field of social change defied over-all
analysis and scientific generalization. Accordingly, the author undertook to apply the research model to studies
already completed, and in so doing, somewhat altered its formulation. In its present form the model as
presented in Essay 1 is designed to facilitate on-going empirical investigations and to systematize assorted
data. Put to this latter use, the model provides the analyst with a somewhat standardized measure by which
very differently conceived research undertakings may be analyzed and compared. Essays 2-7 in the present
volume are examples of this second usage the application of a theoretical research model to variously derived
data. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find
more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to...
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