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contribute to increased knowledge of the proc-esses leading to desertification and drought with a view towards
combating drought and desertification, achieve improved productiv-ity of drylands and the sustainable use
and management of re-sources, and address needs of local populations. The United States currently conducts
domestic and international research on desertification and related fields pursuant to numerous authorities, e.
g., the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Research Act of 1978, 16 U. S. C. 1641 et seq. , Pub. L. No. 95 -
307; the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990, 7 U. S. C. 1421 et seq. , at 3291, Pub. L. No. 101 -
624; the National Science Foundation Act of 1950, 42 U. S. C. 1861 et seq. , 64 Stat. 149; and the Global Change
Research Act of 1990, 15 U. S. C. 292 et seq. , Pub. L. No. 101 - 606. Article 18 ( Transfer, Acquisition, Adaptation
and Development of Technology ) Paragraph 1 creates a general obligation with respect to the transfer and
acquisition of technology. It generally obligates the Parties, as mutually agreed and in accordance with their
respective national legislation and or policies, to promote, finance and or fa-cilitate the financing of the
transfer, acquisition, adaptation and development of technologies that are relevant to combating
desertification and or mitigating the effects of drought. It further specifies that Parties are, in particular, to take
steps such as fully utilizing relevant national and international information systems and clearinghouses for
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