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indexed. Not illustrated. 1876 Excerpt: .be able to beat Israel, against whom he and his people were now in a
great rage. You cry, What a barbarous thing to offer up his son! It was indeed, and makes one shudder at the
thought of it; but such cruel deeds have been, and still are, common among idolaters. You read, indeed, of God
s commanding Abraham to offer up his son Isaac for a burnt offering; but then this was only to try if he would
be willing to do all that God commanded him, even to the sacrificing of his son, and he did not let him do it.
God is not a being who delights in the blood of men, though they often seem, by their cruel acts, to take delight
in shedding each other s blood. His command is, Thou shalt not kill. But all the nations that have not served
God have been very cruel, and they have offered up human creatures, that is, killed them on their altars, that
their blood might be the means, as they fancied, of getting pardon for the sins that they knew they had done,
and of bringing blessings upon them. The people called Ethiopians, or Africans, used to sacrifice boys to the
sun, and girls to the moon, and they now often kill great numbers of innocent men for sacrifice. The Scythians,
or old Russians, used to sacrifice every hundredth man of their prisoners taken in war, as a sign of...
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