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interpreted Hamlet as a psychological drama with a cowardly, indecisive and disturbingly Oedipal main
character, I saw Hamlet as primarily a depiction of a political showdown between Hamlet and Claudius. Having
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diplomatic maneuvering to defuse the violent ambitions of the young Fortinbras, married his sister-in-law, and
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seductive, politician. His furtive murder of his brother also demonstrates his ruthlessness and cunning. As for
Hamlet, his profoundest frustration is not the loss of his father or the marriage of his mother to Claudius: It is
that Claudius has usurped what Hamlet perceives is his rightful place in the succession for the throne, a fact
that he obsessively discusses with most of the play's principal characters. In their first interaction of the play,
Claudius publicly reassures Hamlet that he remains next in line to the throne. To remain heir apparent to a man
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the elder Hamlet asks his son only to avenge his death, the younger man wants to have his...
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